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I just returned from the American Legion Auxiliary Washington DC Legislative 

Conference.  It was cold and snowy, but well worth the trip.  I went early because 

Ralph had some extra meetings before the opening on Sunday.  We arrived on 

Thursday before the bad weather.  Others from Colorado arrived on Saturday and 

that was a difficult journey.  Deb McBride, NEC, Karen Boehler, National Chaplain, 

and Donna Thompson, Leadership Chairman all attended.   

I sat in on the National NEC meeting Saturday night and then again on Sunday 

morning.  This was an informative meeting detailing more about how Departments 

need to function in order to be more successful and also ways to avoid legal 

problems.  They emphasized that Departments should use the new Department 

Operations Guide and the new Girls State Operations Guide.  They also stressed 

the new National Strategic Centennial Plan.  Every Department should be working 

on their own Department plan.  A suggestion to gather more emails was made so 

that we can communicate with our membership.  This needs to be done at the unit 

level.  One other thing that the National officers stressed which I think we should 

address here in Colorado is to have the term of our NEC extended to two years.  

This will help develop consistency at the National level. 

Next, on Sunday afternoon many of us travelled by bus to the World War II War 

Memorial.  National President Janet Jefford placed a wreath at the memorial. 

Then we all found our state on the pillars and placed red carnations to remember 

the fallen of WWII.  Karen, Donna, and I attended.  Oh yes, we all got a nice ALA 

scarf and set of gloves which said, honoring our veterans! 
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Sunday evening was the Joint Opening with a presentation by Benjamin Patton, grandson of 

General George S. Payton.  His film company conducts workshops at the Army’s Warrior 

Transition units and civilian mental health facilities.  We watched two inspiring videos made by 

two soldiers.   

Monday began a full day of workshops covering topics such as Engaging Faith Communities in 

Honoring and Supporting Veterans, to Caring for caregivers: The Need and Response, to 

Orientation to the American Legion Legislative Sessions!  We really were provided much 

information in eight different areas. It made me realize just how many programs the Auxiliary is 

engaged in.  Then we attended the Public Spirit Award Luncheon.  This year the award was 

given to Home Depot for its contributions to positively impact our communities.  

On Monday evening Ralph, Karen and I attended a reception at the United States State 

Department Building.  Wow, was that ever an honor.  Such a beautiful old building with 

amazing old artifacts.  I even had a selfie with Tom Jefferson! 
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Early on Tuesday morning was the Commander’s Call and Know Before you Go Session. Oh yes, 

before that I was at a 7:00 breakfast hosted by the incoming Auxiliary President Sharon 

Canatser.  She wanted to meet all of the Department Presidents and also those of us who may 

go on to be next year’s NEC’s.  At 10:00 a.m. I took a cab with Frank, Donna, Richard, and Jim to 

go to the Hill.  We met with the aide for Diane DeGette, then had lunch in a really crowded 

cafeteria where everyone on the hill must eat.  However, we were able to grab a part of a table 

and sit down.  Donna got lost but then she found us and all was well.  Later we met with Ed 

Perlmutter and had a very nice meeting.  He sure does care about the veterans in his state.  And 

last we met with Johnathan Davidson, aide for Senator Bennet. We were assured that the 

Senator was in agreement with all of our concerns.  Good to know. He especially wanted the VA 

to approve more alternative treatments for TBI and PTSD. 

What a great opportunity to travel to the nation’s capital and meet with our congressional 

delegation.  We take our message to them.  And because we are the American Legion Family, 

they listen!  There is no other Veteran’s Service organization that carries such clout. Let’s keep 

it that way and continue to raise our membership! 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Team Frank with Ed Perlmutter 

The day ended and we took a cab back to the Washington Hilton where we all stayed.  By the 

way, if you have never been to DC, the traffic is insane!  I was thankful for the cab drivers and 

their skill.  We had a nice Mexican dinner that evening.  Early to bed to rest before the 

Commander’s testimony the next day. 

On Wednesday we packed our belongings since we were headed out in the afternoon and 

moved out to the Cannon Building where the National Commander’s testimony on Capitol Hill 

was conducted.  Ralph was part of this event since he is the National Chairman for the VA&R 

Commission.  I was nervous for him, but he wasn’t!  Somehow, he likes that kind of stuff!  

Commander Helm did a great job as well as Ralph and the other Chairmen who were present on 

the panel.  And you would be impressed with the treatment which the Legion was given.  Those 
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politicians realize the power the American Legion has in influencing legislation for the veterans 

of this country.  Each Congressman stated that in his or her remarks.  Well, I was duly 

impressed and glad that I could witness this testimony. I want to thank all of our American 

Legion leaders for their unswerving dedication to God, country, and veterans! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

      What a trip! 


