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American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Colorado       
President Susie Bozella  
President’s 2015 February Message  
Mid-Year Highlights     

 

The American Legion Auxiliary Department of Colorado Mid-Year Conference held 

in Colorado Springs this past weekend was a success.  I feel that the members 

attending had fun, got to know each other better, and learned more about the 

Auxiliary and some of its programs. 

On Friday, we had a Finance committee meeting, the Department Executive 

Committee meeting and the Department Executive Board meeting.  Later we 

attended the Army troop induction ceremony in the hotel.  This is a tradition at 

Mid-year and it is always heartwarming to see the patriotic young men and women 

volunteering to serve our country.  Last, on Friday was the Auxiliary Fun Night with 

USO Show and Dance, Cookie Wars, Silent Auction, and Junior Auxiliary photo 

booth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            Silent Auction: Teresa, Kim, and Jan from Unit 58 

 

First the young girls from Colorado Springs Dance Group: Barb Ellis Studio of 

Dance performed for us.  Boy, they were cute in their little red, white, and blue 

outfits.  I could tell they had a good time performing their routines.  Thank you 

girls!  Then we had a fun evening of dancing and a Karaoke DJ.  Chris Harvey, the 

Chairman of the event, had all of the officers in the American Legion Family 

available to dance for a donation.  The donations all went to the President’s and 

Legion and SAL Commander’s Projects.  Meanwhile the silent Auction was being run 

by our three ladies from Broomfield Jan, Kim, and Teresa.  Thank you ladies for a 
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great auction.  Wow!  I also want to thank all of our members who donated items 

and who bought items! 

It truly was a fun night.  People paid to dance with me, even Ralph.  Diane, our 

President Elect, raised money by asking people to donate for not dancing with her!  

She’s quite clever.  When all was said and done the auction and the officers raised 

over $2,000 for CVKF and HBOT. 

The ALA Juniors raised money doing the photo booth and cookie wars.  Thanks for 

all of your work on these events girls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Harvey with Betty’s famous pickled beans. 

   

 

NWD VP Lori Skallerud, President Susie, National 

Commander Mike Helm, Charley Schmidt, and Frank 

McCurdy 

 

 

 

  

Saturday was our Legion Family Joint opening and then our Auxiliary session. The 

juniors from Unit 180 in Keenesburg put on the Child’s Table Ceremony during the 

opening and then presented me with a $750 check for the President’s projects.  

That was such a surprise. I thank you Laurie and all the ALA Juniors who raised 

money for our Legion Family joint projects!   

At our Auxiliary meeting, we had some reports and then our Membership luncheon.  

Nancy Diefendefer and Jan Peticolas, our Membership team, put on a Million 
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Members skit and gave out some awards to units and districts.  Nancy discovered 

some beautiful glass poppies on her travels for work and gave those as prizes to 

some units.  Thank you ladies for all that you do to encourage growth in our 

membership! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child’s Table Ceremony     

       Ladies ready to learn! 

After lunch, we had an informative training session from Deb McBride on 

technology.  Deb covered the Department website and the National website and 

answered questions.  Some of the ladies were anxious to get home and test out the 

websites!  I thank Deb for all she does as our webmaster! 

Next we had several committee reports.  Thanks to all of the ladies who reported 

on their committees.  And then we had our two breakout sessions.  Karen Boehler, 

Chairwoman of the Centennial Plan Committee, Diane Erickson, and Jan Peticolas, 

presented the Strategic Plan from National.  As a Department, we are emphasizing: 

with the American Legion, raise awareness to build brand loyalty, create an internal 

culture of good will, and attain a million members.  I thank the committee for their 

hard work on this program and presentation.  And also, please remember to have 

your units send in the surveys for these three goals.   

The second break-out session was led by Donna Thompson and was called, 

“accentuate the positive, eliminate the negative.”  Donna had a very complete 

presentation about improving and developing positive leadership at all levels.  I 

really liked her reading list and the 18 tricks for developing new habits.  Thank you 

Donna for your presentation.  

Saturday evening was the Jeff Luginbuel Media Awards Banquet.  This is always a 

special evening where the American Legion presents awards to the media outlets 
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who are covering veterans and veterans issues.  Thanks to all of those award 

winners for their coverage of veterans throughout the state. 

Then on Sunday morning we had a lovely Memorial Service.  Julie, our Department 

Chaplain assisted Frank, the Legion Chaplain, with the service.  Thank you Julie for 

reading the Four Chaplains story.  It is always moving. And thank you for all of your 

prayers! 

That’s is just a quick summary of the weekend. Please  

forgive me if I left out something.  I can do that sometimes!   

 

As I continue to work and learn while serving as Department 

President, I have come to realize just how many people it  

takes to run this Department.  It is an organization which  

truly has many parts working separately, yet those parts  

come together to make our Auxiliary function.  

 

Every unit, district, and department officer and committee chairman and 

committee member has her piece to add to the accomplishments of the entire 

Auxiliary.  We would not exist if these many ladies did not keep serving and caring 

about their individual job within this organization.    

So far, I have tried very hard to communicate with you all via email messages and 

website messages. Please keep checking back with the Website for updates. 

Let’s not be afraid to meet challenges and change if we need to. I am positive that 

this Department can change when necessary.  Let’s keep moving the train forward. 

I am looking ahead with a positive attitude to serving the remainder of my term as 

your ALA Department President.  Let’s all work together for the good of the 

Auxiliary and see what useful things we can accomplish! Thank you everyone.  

Upcoming dates and Events: 

 American Legion Auxiliary Washington D.C. Conference:  February 21-24 

 Sons of the American Legion National Commander, Mike Moss’ Homecoming at the 

Denver West Marriott in Golden, CO  Social hour 6-7 and dinner at 7:00p.m. 

 American Legion Auxiliary National President’s visit: March 22-24 (Details to follow) 

 Department of Colorado President Susie’s Homecoming: April 18 at Post 32 in 

Longmont.  5:30-6:30 social hour and dinner at 6:30p.m.  Music to follow. (More details later) 

 Units begin to recruit Girls State Delegates: info on Website under Chairmen 
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Random pics from Mid-year  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

       

 

 

 

 

 

         

    

  

  


