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President’s Journal 

American Legion Auxiliary  

President Susie Bozella (Last official entry) 

July 6, 2015 

 

This is the last official journal entry of my year serving as the American Legion Auxiliary, 

Department of Colorado President.  Like I said at convention, the feeling is bittersweet.  I 

am sad to be leaving, thinking I am not quite done with all I wished to do, and yet I am 

glad, because I am ready to be done!  Of course, I did check with President Diane about 

writing one last entry and she was alright with that.  She understands that teacher inside 

of me that can’t stop writing reports! Also, please forgive me if I have a few names or 

times mixed up in my journal below. 

Thursday, June 25, 2015 

The convention started on Thursday, June 25th at the Elegante Hotel in Colorado Springs.  

Immediately there were difficulties with the hotel, but Elaine Bock, our office manager, 

performed wonders getting much of it solved that day. Thanks Elaine for your persistence 

in holding the hotel accountable! 

The Department Executive Board meeting went well and then we had a training session on 

Branding, Unit Incorporation, and updating unit files presented by Leadership Chairwoman, 

Donna Thompson and Secretary/Treasurer, Rhonda Larkowski.  Thanks ladies for your 

presentations. 

 

 

           

 

 

 

   

Checking in… 

 

 

           President Susie Giving a check to the VA Hospital representative 

 

           Commander Humphrey presenting Jake Jacobs a book 
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VA&R Awards and Recognition Ceremony 

The VA&R ceremony was held at Post 209 that evening.  There were quite a few people in 

attendance.  We had a nice dinner and then representatives from each veteran facility spoke to 

the audience.  President Susie had a check to give each person there.  The Auxiliary units always 

donate a nice sum to these places.  After all, that’s the main reason we exist!  All the monies 

are to go directly to meet the veteran’s needs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

                                                                                Diane Erickson, VA&R Chairwoman 

 

VA & R RECEPTION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, June 26, 2015 

This was the official joint opening of the American Legion Family Convention.  First, was the 

processional with all of the Past Department Commanders and Presidents.  The joint session 

had some fun things, like the Boys State and Girls State Senators, plus the Legion Oratorical 

winner. The POW/MIA ceremony and the Child’s Military Table Ceremony were also presented. 

Of course, the Auxiliary Juniors did a great job on the Military Child’s Table ceremony.  There 

were quite a few people sharing their remarks and giving greetings. 
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                   Joint Opening      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

President Susie and Commander Humphrey 

 waiting in line for the Processional 

  

 

        

 

     

 

 

 

  

 

    Oratorical winner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         Kaylene Khosla,  

     Girls Nation Senator 

 

Unit 38 from Brush received their Charter 
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At 11:00 a.m. we broke into separate sessions.   We had the first reading of the credentials and 

the reading of the rules of convention.  Not the most exciting things, but necessary to do. The 

Juniors also went to their first session.  There were about 11 girls present this weekend.  Now 

that’s exciting! 

We broke for lunch and then reconvened at 1:30. Unit 38 from Brush received their charter. 

Congratulations ladies and welcome!  The afternoon was full of reports and recommendations 

from the Department Committee Chairwomen. The afternoon ended with the nominations of 

Department officers. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Committee Chairwomen reports 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday evening was the candidates’ reception provided to us free by the hotel.  This was their 

response to repair upset feelings over the problems which had been occurring.  And it was a fun 

night!  We also held the Past Department President’s dinner.  This was only for PDP’s.  Now that 

was also fun, but it’s a secret so I can’t tell you much about it.  We did go out to dinner at Chili’s 

and then back to the hotel for the initiation of me, the newest Past President!  I am honored to 

join with such a great group of ladies.  I have come to realize how necessary they are to the 

success of our organization.  These women truly know a lot and are committed to keeping our 

Auxiliary relevant and successful! I thank all of our Past Department Presidents for your 

dedication and love for the Auxiliary. 
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Saturday, June 27, 2015 

The day started with the Membership breakfast in the atrium.  It was a very good egg and 

bacon and fruit breakfast.  But I was really glad just to get some coffee which I need to wake 

up! 

Jan and Kim Petacolis ran the meeting part of the breakfast and gave us a packet on 

membership ideas. I know they will do a great job this year to increase our membership! 

We also had time afterward to have award photos taken.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PDP’s and  

Susie 
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Today we continued with our meeting.  We had some more interesting committee chairwomen 

reports and recommendations. By the way, I want to thank all of the Department Chairwomen 

for their efforts all year to work our programs. As part of the Resolutions Committee report, we 

did pass the resolution making the term of the NEC (National Executive Committeewoman) a 

two year term instead of a one year term.  The National organization was urging Departments 

to consider that option because it would add a lot of continuity to their work with the NEC’s 

who are the governing board of the National organization.  So we shall see how that works out.  

I am honored to serve as your NEC and I will try always do my best. 

Next, we had the PPP (Past President’s Parley) lunch.  Again this was a nice affair.  Thanks to Pat 

Steranka for stepping up and chairing the luncheon meeting.  The ladies also reported on the 

scholarship winner and voted to give her $2,000 because no one else applied and the money is 

growing.  We need to advertise this nursing scholarship more! Alma “Smitty” Smith and Sue 

Patterson preformed a lovely memorial for PDP, Elaine Ryan, who passed away this year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                                    PDP Elaine Ryan 1997-1998 

The afternoon was again full of many things.  We elected officers, had the Junior Auxiliary 

officers introduced at our meeting and presented a second charter to Unit 2008 in Falcon.  

Congratulations ladies and welcome!  This afternoon we also heard from the VA Reps from our 

VA facilities.  What wonderful things are being done for our veterans by those units who have 

“adopted” the CLC’s or medical centers.  Tracy Trujillo, from Unit 2, certainly shared her 

enthusiasm and love for the veterans, as did the other reps.  Thanks to all of you! 

 

   Unit 2008 Falcon 

   Receives Charter 
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Juniors!                   The PDP’s had me wear this lovely dunce hat to open our meeting 

After the meeting which ended ahead of time, (who would have guessed), we prepared for the 

testimonial banquet that night.  It was well attended and again a nice affair.  We all got dressed 

up, enjoyed dinner, a few awards, and some remarks from the members leaving office, Richard, 

Susie, and Scott. And then the installation of the new officers.  Installing officer, Donna 

Thompson, did the honors.  Officers:  NEC: Susie Bozella, President: Diane Erickson, President-

Elect: Evelyn Espinola, Vice President: Ann Ritacco, Secretary/Treasurer: Rhonda Larkowski, 

Chaplain: Julie Dominquez-Aysse, Historian: Marilyn Miyazima, Sgt.-At-Arms: Jen Avery. 

Congratulations ladies! 
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More photos from the banquet and installation…. 

    

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

  

 

      

 

                                                                                    Legionnaire of the Year Award  

                                                                                                                   Presented to Darrell Myers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2015-2016 Auxiliary President Diane Erickson 
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Well, I could go on and on, but it was a great night.  Commander Humphrey presented Darrell 

Myers with the Legionnaire of the year Award.  He kept it a secret and really surprised Darrell.  

By the way, Darrell is a great choice and truly deserves 

such an award. 

Commander Humphrey also gave an award to the 

Auxiliary Juniors for all the work they have done for our 

veterans and active military this year.  And he  gave a flag 

to Junior member Ayanna Espinola for the support she 

gives to active troops.  So thank you girls for all that you 

do! 

President Susie gave a certificate to her husband, Ralph, 

for being her one special veteran.  He was totally 

surprised! 

Outgoing Honorary Junior Auxiliary President, Rachel Leet  

Sunday, June 28, 2015 

The morning began with the Post Convention Department Executive Board meeting and then 

the joint Memorial service.  This was an inspiring service organized by Auxiliary Chaplain, Julie 

Dominguez-Aysse.  Of course, we finished with the singing of God Bless America!  I wish you all 

a good summer and thank you again for your service to the American Legion Auxiliary.  Please 

check our website soon for more information. 

Sincerely, 

Susie Bozella 

NEC 2015-2017  

 
More pics from convention… 

 

  

 

 

  

                                                                                                 SAL Commander: J.R. Kent 

                                                                                                 Auxiliary President: Diane Erickson 

Honorary Junior Auxiliary President:               

Sammy Stam 

                                                                                                 American Legion Commander: Tom Florez 
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A few more things…   

This year I gave out American Legion Auxiliary Presidential awards. (As have other Presidents in 

the past.) 

Every Department officer and Chairwoman received an certificate award and an appreciation 

coin.  That amounted to 24 members.  I truly am thankful to all of them for their dedication and 

service to the Auxiliary.  They all exhibit, “service, not self.” 

Then I gave a special award to Ralph, my husband, for being my “One Special Veteran.”  

But I also gave two other awards.  I would like to cite those here because they were unable to 

attend convention.  

Unit Award: Justin Bauer Memorial  

 I selected this unit because of their amazing commitment to our active military and 

veterans.  They also recruited girls for CGS, expressed interest in learning more about 

the American Legion Auxiliary, provided a wonderful dinner for our National President, 

and exemplify what a new unit can do when there is purpose and initiative!  

Unit Member Award: Evelyn McMahon 

 I selected Evelyn because of her consistent and dedicated service to the Auxiliary and to 

the American Legion.  She truly gives to the Auxiliary of her personal time, finances, and 

talents.  Evelyn was a personal help to me this year as I served as Department President 

and she was always patient with me when I would forget stuff! Thanks Evelyn. 

Please know that I appreciate all of our units and members. However, as the President’s 

prerogative, I wanted to personally highlight this one particular unit and one particular 

member. 

So that is the end of my journaling.  Keep up the great work which you all do for the American 

Legion Auxiliary.  And let’s continue to promote membership, care for our veterans, and 

support our children and youth!   

Recruit! 
                 Renew! 

                                                            Rejoin!  


