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American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Colorado       
President Susie Bozella  
Message 1: June 28, 2014       

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Hi everyone,  

 Allow me to share some of my goals for this year and other information with you.   

 

President’s Theme:  One Special Veteran 

Why are you an Auxiliary member?  It is because you joined under one special veteran.  It may have 

been your father, husband, brother, grandfather, son, daughter, mother, grandmother or yourself!  

It is this special veteran who, a Legion member if living has given you the eligibility to join.  We 

belong to this great organization because of them.  So this year I want us to focus on those 

veterans, the ones who are so special to us. 

President’s Project:  CVKF (Colorado Veteran’s Kids Fund) and HBOT (Hyperbaric 

Oxygen Therapy)  

This year Department of Colorado American Legion Commander Richard Humphrey, and SAL 

Squadron Commander Scott Garrett and I all agreed on these two projects.  Monies raised through 

the contributions for President’s pins and the Poppy quilt will be split between these two projects. 

Membership Theme: 

One in a million because of one special veteran!  Each one of us will be one in a million (when 

we reach the national goal of one million ALA members in 2019) because of one special veteran.  

Other ideas: 

Of course I will be travelling around this fall to all of the Fall District Conferences.  It is 

important that we increase the attendance at these important meetings.  I am hoping to touch base 

with District Presidents and DEC’s in order to solicit their help in raising the attendance.  I do look 

forward to meeting all of you and hearing about your units. 

Poppy Quilt:  

I would like to utilize Past Department President Rhonda’s idea and have our Auxiliary Units and 

Districts help to make a quilt which will be raffled off at our Mid-Year Conference.  I love the red 

poppy and you will see it on my pin.  I think all of the units can certainly come up with a pretty poppy 

square which may have words or just a design to show your feelings about this symbol.  More details 

will be sent to you this summer. 

President’s Pin: 

The pin I designed has three poppies on it, representing the three parts of our Legion Family.  It 

will be given for a recommended donation of $5.00. All donations will go to the President’s Projects. 
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Hopefully many units have obtained some pins for their unit already.  If not please contact Alma 

“Smitty” Smith, Unit 32, Longmont. 

Department of Colorado Website: 

I plan to use the website which President Deb has established for the ALA Department of 

Colorado.  All important information will be posted there.  I encourage all of you to visit it regularly.  

Thanks Deb, for your dedication to technology and bringing our organization into the 21st century. 

 Department website: alacolorado.com  

 National website: alaforveterans.com 

 

Reporting: 

This year I developed the Combined Unit Report Form.  It was based on a report designed by 

national several years ago. Since we received more than twice the number of reports as last year, 

I’d say it was a success.  However, there will be changes for the better. We will try to have a new 

and better form by the start of fall conferences.  Also, we will also try to find a way to help 

Department Chairmen to access these reports.  I know that there was some difficulty with that 

process this year. 

Goals in a nutshell: (Things I would like to improve with everyone’s help, of course!) 

 Increase membership, especially renewals. (always important) 

 Increase communication between the Department level and District and Unit levels: 

Communicate via the Department website and through email on a regular basis. 

 Continue to improve the CGS program for 2014 session. 

 Communicate with Committee Chairmen about their responsibilities. 

 Share success stories from individual units as the year progresses. 

 Begin to implement the two new trainings which were approved at the Department 

Convention: Audit and Finance Training. 

 Continue efforts to revitalize units in decline or with problems. 

 Continue to support the Legion Programs and advertise some of these on our Website. 

 Begin a “Talent Search” on our website where members can declare their expertise and 

offer their skills to the Department or other levels. 

 Promote the concept of Good Will.  Everything we do should be for the American Legion 

Auxiliary and its benefit, not our own benefit. 

I am looking forward with a positive attitude to serving as your ALA Department President for the 

year 2014-2015.  Let’s all work together for the good of the Auxiliary and see what useful things 

we can accomplish!  

In the Spirit of Service Not Self, 

Susie Bozella  

American Legion Auxiliary 

Department of Colorado President 

303-808-0447 

svbozella@yahoo.com  
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