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Journal ~ Trip 1 
American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Colorado  
President Susie Bozella 
September 5, 2014 
Rifle CLC /Grand Junction Veteran’s Medical Center and CLC 
District 13 Grand Junction/District 11 Paonia 

 

After a foggy, rainy, cool drive from Department headquarters at 7:00 a.m., we broke into a 

nice day round about Idaho Springs where we (Pat Smith, Richard Humphrey, Susie Bozella, and 

Scott Garrett) ate some breakfast at a little diner place.  We drove the old Legion van because 

Tom had the new one to do membership at Cabella’s store today in Grand Junction.   

The drive through Glenwood Canyon was magnificent as usual. What a feat of construction and 

design.  First stop was Rifle Veteran Community Living Center.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The employees are such loving and caring people that it makes one happy to know that our 

veterans are in such good hands.  Lisa greeted us and then Diane took us on a nice tour of the 

facility which has been recently remodeled in many areas.  The outside was particularly pretty 

with lots of new furniture and plants, and flowers.  One lady wanted us to see one of the 

pumpkins which the residents had planted.  But it turned out to be watermelon! We had lunch 

with two residents, Curtis and Coa outside on the patio.  We enjoyed the conversation.  I sat 

beside Cao and somehow we got to talking about women wearing pants.  Oh yes, it was 

because he was telling me about as a boy he would play football and the girls liked to join in. 

However, they sometimes had their skirts ripped off in the action.  I said, yes girls never wore 

pants until about the sixties.  “Those pants suits,” he replied.  “Yes,” I said, “and things have 

never been the same since!” 

“That’s true,” he agreed. 

 

 

Rifle resident Joe, Commander Richard, Diane, and President Susie 
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Last we stopped at the Grand Junction VA Medical Center and the Community Living Center. 

Paul Sweeney gave us a nice tour of the facility after having a short meeting where we could 

ask questions about the hospital and their performance.   

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is a lovely and well maintained facility.  Not a lot of people there. At least it did not seem like 

it.  We did not get to speak with many residents, just a few in the P5 wing.  It was good to see 

that our veterans have such good care and such a nice place to live. 

We also toured the CLC which is attached to the Medical Center.  I gave some lap robes to Rifle 

and this facility.  And they will give them to the veterans. Out to dinner at an Italian restaurant.  

I had ravioli.  It was okay, but couldn’t measure up to the homemade that Ralph and I make for 

Christmas each year! 

 

District 13 Fall Conference at the Veterans Art Center in Grand Junction. 

We arrived early for the meeting at about 9:30.  At first they wanted to put the Auxiliary in a 

hallway, but we eventually decided the other room could be used.  We held a joint opening, 

then broke into separate meetings. 

We had ten ladies present. D 13 Julie Dominquez-Assye and DEC Rita Parks were there.  Four 

units were represented. I just flew through the information in about 40 minutes because the 

Legion was late in breaking into separate sessions.  We discussed some of the materials and I 

explained the new Centennial plan. Then we had a super long sandwich and a yummy cake 

which Julie made for dessert! 

 District 13 Fall Conference – September 6, 2014 
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The Veterans Art Center is a truly unique idea.  I think that someone donated the building and 

the veterans run it themselves.  It is full of equipment for glass making, wood working, painting, 

music, and there are even three old workable printing presses available!  It is a work in progress 

but the veterans are using it and producing a lot of art.  

 

          

  

 

 

  

  

 

                                                          Veterans Art Center in Grand Junction 

District 11, Sunday, September 7, Paonia 

Sunday we drove to Post 78 in Paonia.  The post held a 9-11 ceremony with many community 

members representing the firemen, police men, EMT’s, and other first responders who died on 

September 11, 2001.  There were great words and prayers reminding us of the devastating 

terror attack on our country. 

After the joint opening and ceremony, we had a delicious pasta lunch.  And a lovely cake! Then 

we held a small Auxiliary meeting.  Five ladies were present, but guess what, there was a 

representative from each of the three units in the district!  So they all get their names in the 

poppy quilt raffle.  They were interested in the handouts, the Centennial plan and survey, and 

the reporting.  We had some good discussions.  These units are relatively small but still trying to 

keep their units operating.  I applaud everyone for their efforts.  And last, the unit from 

Montrose is trying to revitalize and they have most of the paperwork completed.  So that’s a 

good thing. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

                          9-11 Ceremony, Paonia Post 97           Sandy White, DEC of District 11, and great ladies who care! 
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Later, we drove from Paonia to Carbondale and it might just be the prettiest drive I have ever 

been on because of the incredible number of aspen trees!  One day Ralph and I will take this 

drive in October and see the gold.  By the way Ralph is my, “One special veteran.” He was a 

reluctant soldier, but now Ralph is more passionate about helping veterans than anyone I 

know.  Strange how a person can change after wartime experience.  God may mold us by using 

those burdensome memories to push us into a more compassionate attitude. 

Well, that was my first weekend of district visits and it went well and I am looking forward to 

next week…Durango.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

                                                               Rifle Veterans Community Living Center 

                                                                          


