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Journal ~ Trip 8 

American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Colorado  

President Susie Bozella 

November 1, 2014 

District 7 Post 5, Colorado Springs 

 

This weekend I travelled to District 7 Fall Conference at Post 5 in Colorado Springs. 

Actually, Ralph and I went to Denver the night before so he could meet up with Dr. 

Chrisanne Gordon from Ohio who was speaking at the Women’s Veterans Mental Health 

Seminar at Post 1 in Denver on Saturday.  So we first met her at the HBOT facility in 

Louisville.  She was quite impressed with the work that they are doing there for our 

veterans and later we stayed at a nearby hotel and visited with the doctor.  She is quite an 

amazing lady and is really doing a lot for veterans with TBI and PTSD.   

 

The next morning Pat and Tom picked me up at the Post to travel to Colorado Springs.  It 

was a nice day and we remarked that we had good weather for all of our fall visits.  But 

then we worried that maybe we hexed our trip and it would storm on the ride home! It 

didn’t. 

 

We had a nice joint opening.  Today Commander Humphrey was out of town, so Past 

Commander Carol Kennedy filled in for him. District 7 President Linda O’Riley opened the 

meeting and made introductions. After the opening we had lunch, a sandwich, potato salad 

and good homemade pie for dessert.  We also had time to talk and visit with some of the 

D7 Auxiliary members present.  Then we gathered together to discuss the regular topics.  

We had 16 members present and not only that but there was a representative from all but 

one unit.  So since we had 7 out of 8 units represented, I decided to put each of the lady’s 

names into our President’s poppy quilt raffle at mid-year!  We have only had one other 

District qualify and that was District 11. (With all 3 units represented). 

 

 

 

Liz from                

Callhan  

Unit 2011 

Nice vest! 
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We had several Chairmen here today. Diane Erickson, Department President-Elect, spoke 

on VA&R as well as the Poppy quilt and Quilts of Honor.  Theresa Brandt spoke on Service 

to Veterans, previously Field/Home Service.  This did cause some discussion about how to 

separate our hours and time from VA&R.  It seems that is always a question.  I said I 

would to find out from National. 

Linda O’ Riley, the VA rep at the Colorado Springs VA facility spoke about her work there.  

She asked to have the checks sent to her from Rhonda be made out to the facility instead 

of her.  And as with many of these facilities there is some difficulty with communication.  

All we can do is continue to try and work with them to benefit our veterans. Thanks Linda 

for all that you do in this role. 

I was glad to hear about Unit 2011 in Callhan and thought that their Auxiliary vests were a 

great idea.  This is another way to get our brand visible to the public.  There was also 

another unit, Manitou Springs, Unit 39, who had some brand new ladies as members and 

officers.  Thank you Anne, for stepping up to be the President of your unit. What would we 

do without these ladies who dare to take that step forward and do something new? 

 

  

 

 

       

 

          

 

  

  

   

District 7 members! 

 

Summary: 

I have enjoyed my travels this fall to the District fall conferences.  The best part of 

course, was meeting all the members.  I have met new ladies and also old friends.  (I don’t 

mean old. I mean longtime friends!)  These fall district meetings are especially helpful for 

sharing information and asking questions.  However, the number of members attending is 
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not as good as it should be.  Let’s all think of ways to increase attendance at the fall 

district conferences for the future.  I know it is also a concern for the Legion.  Yet, 

meeting in person is very valuable and there is really nothing else quite like it.  

 

There are some people to thank also.  First, thanks to Ralph for driving Miss President on 

many occasions and Pat Smith also for all the rides in the Legion van. I am also thankful 

that the following Department officers could attend one or more of the fall district 

meetings:  Diane Erickson, Evelyn Espinola, Rhonda Larkowski, Marilyn Miyazima, Julie 

Dominquez-Aysse, and Robbie Morrow. Thanks, I love having other Department officers 

there for assistance!  I also want to thank all of the Department Chairmen who attended 

some of the meetings and for sharing about your committees.  I must thank everyone who 

attended a District meeting.  Thank you for coming! 

 

I look forward to the remainder of my term as Department President and will now be 

focusing on the Mid-year conference.  I did ask several of the districts to give me ideas of 

things for training or discussion.  If you have an idea, please send it to me.  Also, I urge 

you all to go to the Department website and read it.  There is a lot of information available 

there.  And thanks again to our webmaster, Deb McBride, for her work on this website. 

 

I plan to continue to send a monthly message and emails as necessary in order to 

communicate with our membership.  I thank each one of you for all that you do for the 

American Legion Auxiliary, God, our country, veterans, children and youth, and our 

communities! 

 

Susie Bozella 

American Legion Auxiliary 

Department of Colorado    

President 
303-808-0447  

   

 

 

 


