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Walsenburg Community Living Center 

Ralph and I left Longmont at about 7:45 a.m. and drove through Denver without too much 

trouble and then through Colorado Springs and Pueblo.  It was cool, very cool, 39 degrees 

and somewhat foggy.  We arrived at Walsenburg at 11:45 and the very patriotic Legion van 

arrived a few minutes later.  Pat, Richard, Scott, and Tom joined us for the visit. First, we 

had a nice lunch in the cafeteria.  Rhonda and Bill Gust showed us the facility.  They were 

very proud of the remodeling that had been done recently inside and out.  We met some 

very nice residents. One resident, Marvin, told us he was a gunner on a tank and even wore 

a cap with a tank on it.  In the arts and crafts room we met two ladies who were preparing 

to paint.  Violet did not think her painting was that good, but it was!  This facility had many 

opportunities for the residents to participate in activities, music and crafts. 

 

  Patriotic Legion van! 

Susie, Bill, Tom, and Rhonda 

We also met three therapy dogs that day named Charlie, Jinx, and Rosie.  They were all 

right at home and the residents were enjoying giving them attention. Another resident 

named Randy, who was in a wheelchair, showed us a picture of a motorcycle sidecar which 

was built just for him.  This sidecar held his wheelchair and he was able to go on 

motorcycle rides again.   

 

  

      Susie and Randy 



All of that was made possible by the caring people who run this facility.  In another room 

down the hall, there was a guitar player singing some old time songs.  All ten residents in 

this wing were there to enjoy the music, clapping and singing along.  Every Community 

Living Center that I have visited has displayed an atmosphere of care and dedication for 

the veterans living there. 

 

 

 

Rhonda told us that there is a fund called,  

“Council decides.”  Money donated here is  

available for the residents to decide on its   

use.  I like that.  If we donate money to this facility we can earmark it for this 

fund and we know it will go to things that the veterans really want.  What a nice 

start to our day and now on to the next stop… 

 

Homelake Community Living Center 

Afterward we drove about an hour and a half to Homelake CLC.  This is the oldest 

veterans’ center in the state of Colorado. It was established in 1889 to care for Civil War 

Veterans.  Now isn’t that amazing? To think that over 125 years ago there were loving 

people who built this home. There is a sign outside that says, “In honor of the soldiers and 

sailors in the War for the Union and the Spanish American War.” In 1891, a cemetery was 

established which now has veterans from all the wars from the Civil War to the present.  

It is also unique in that it is set out in concentric circles and not a rectangle.  But it isn’t 

just that it’s old that makes this center distinctive  Besides the 60 bed nursing facility 

they also have domicilaries which can house 50 residents.  These are cool because they are 

like little tiny apartments and allow the veterans to have independence and yet they can go 

across the road and get their lunch and dinner and participate in the activities.  These 

were also recently remodeled and boy are they nice now! 

 

 

  

 

 

 

         Domicilaries                              Dedicated workers!    



During the remodeling the residents in each wing got to decide on the murals and 

decorations in their halls.  One wing was military themed, one was outdoor scenery, and the 

mainly woman’s wing had plants and arches!  It truly was like a home. 

 
       Three wheeler bikes! 

     Mural in hallway     

While we toured about we came to an area closed off for repairs.  It seems the day 

before a resident living in a “dom” somehow backed his car through a brick wall and into 

the kitchen.  No one was injured although normally there would have been people in the 

kitchen and others waiting in that very hall for the activity bus.  Yet no one was there at 

the time of the collision.  God was watching out for the veterans.  

We met Frank, who was the former commander of the Durango Post 28, many years ago.  

And one resident was a photographer.  He took several photos of us and said he would be 

right back.  Ten minutes later he came back with six photos that he magically printed in his 

room.  He was pretty proud of himself. Oh yes, they also had a bunch of bicycles and 

senior care tricycles available for the veterans. 

Here again is a wonderful facility with loving and devoted staff.  Thanks to everyone for 

your great care for these veterans.  What’s next? 

 

Durango 

We left Homelake and had a beautiful ride over Wolf Creek Pass.  Ralph saw a coyote, but 

I missed him.  After three and half hours we arrived, 423 miles after leaving home, got 

situated in the hotel, and thought we would meet up with our son Cliff, who lives in 

Durango for dinner.  However, he did not make it. So we enjoyed a nice dinner at the 

Steam-Works.   

 



 

District 10, Durango Post 28, Sept. 13, 2014 

We all convened at Post 28 in Durango at 10:30 a.m.  

The Post looked great, recently cleaned and spruced up.  

John Shriner, the District 10 Commander ran the joint  

opening.  Before long it was time for lunch and we had a  

good sandwich.  But the best part of it was the dessert.  The District 10 ladies had 

brought some homemade goodies for a bake sale.  Yum.  I had a piece of Sue’s rhubarb and 

raspberry pie.  Seriously good.   

After lunch the Auxiliary met in the back.  The ladies had decided to have me install the 

District officers.  So I was privileged to do that.  We did have a small mix-up when I 

discovered that I had started to do the wrong ceremony, but we fixed that up quickly.  

Congratulations to all the new District 10 officers. We covered a lot of material and 

shared the quilt poppy block and poster. In addition, we had Evelyn Espinola, Department 

Vice President, speak on C&Y and our Juniors.  Thanks for coming and joining us Evelyn. 

 

 
 Evelyn and  

      Installation D 10 officers           Susie 

 

 

 

 

A recurring theme in every unit visit has been the difficulty of finding younger members 

to join and also getting more people to help with the unit business.  But at each District 

conference I meet dedicated ladies who care about veterans and the Legion Family.  If we 

do good things for God, veterans, children, and community, people will notice and want to 

join us.  Thank you Rose for becoming District 10 President and Donna for serving as 

President of Unit 28. 

 

       
        District 10 ladies! 

 

 

 

P.S.  Thank you District 10 for your $50 donation to the President projects and the lovely Present from Unit 78! 
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Ralph and I packed up and drove from Durango to Alamosa early Sunday.  Wolf Creek Pass 

was beautiful today, blue and clear.  I enjoyed the ride and we arrived about 11:30 to Post 

113.  It was a very small turnout for the Legion and Auxiliary. However, we persevered and 

held a short joint opening after our nice lunch and then we had a small meeting with two 

members of Unit 113: Evelyn Espinola, also Department Vice President and Alice Robinson 

District 9 Treasurer.  Oh yes, Diane Erickson, our Department President-Elect also joined 

us. Since it was such a small group, we decided to just talk and answer any questions which 

we could.  It seems that Alice and Evelyn and a few other members are doing a lot of the 

work in Unit 113. Things are difficult to do because of a lack of communication with 

members and the Legion.  This is also a common problem for units everywhere.  We need to 

improve our communications with our members and the Legion Posts.  

Yet, it is amazing what a few dedicated people can do.  Alice was very interested in what 

we shared.  She is a veteran herself (dual member) and has had six children serve in the 

War in Iraq and one who is currently serving in Afghanistan. Wow!  What a military family.  

We are all thankful to Alice and her children for serving our country! She also is a member 

of several other     VSO’s. Alice is interested in the Blue Star program because of her 

children who served and still serve. We talked about the program and that it was to be 

emphasized this year at CGS.  What a great woman to involve in the American Legion 

Auxiliary.  Thanks Alice. 

 I was given a $50 donation from District 9 for my Presidents Projects.  And a nice gift of 

lotion and an ALA pin.  Thanks so much! 

 

 

 

 
   

 

Evelyn, Diane, Josiah, Susie, and Alice  



This problem of having a small unit with older ladies is certainly not unique to this unit.  It 

is a major hurdle that the Auxiliary must overcome everywhere.  However, if we work our 

programs and get our name out there, then people will notice and hopefully members will 

join.  The next step is to get more members involved! 

We hit the road at 2:20 p.m. or so and tried to get the Bronco game on the radio, but 

being in the mountains kept the reception poor.  Finally as we got out of the mountains we 

were able to tune it in.  That made Ralph happy.  By the way, I really appreciate Ralph 

coming with me and making this a little family trip to visit our son too.  He fought a cold 

the whole time, but he’s a trooper.  Thanks, Ralph. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

     845 miles round trip! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


